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Sunderland Clinical Commissioning Group (SCCG) home oxygen patient 

agreement 

Sunderland CCG has a home oxygen assessment and review service in place to 
support people who use home oxygen. This document explains why this service is in 
place and how it can support you.   
 
The service assesses the long –term home oxygen needs of each person to make 
sure they get the right amount of oxygen. 
The staff see each person every few months to check that they can use their oxygen 
equipment and get the best from it.  
Nurses within the service have information on how much oxygen each person uses 
and can see if it used more or less than prescribed.  
 
What are the benefits and risks of home oxygen? 
Benefits 
When used as prescribed, home oxygen treatment can improve a patient’s life and 
reduce complications from having low blood oxygen levels.  
 
Risks 
There are risks with oxygen, including: 

 The risk of fire and burns  

 The risk of trips and falls from oxygen concentrator piping  

 People feeling “tied” to oxygen equipment and unable to leave the house 

 

Why might home oxygen equipment be removed? 

Due to the risks from oxygen, it is important that only people who benefit from it and 
can use it, have it prescribed. This is the same as for any prescribed medicine or 
treatment. 

Home oxygen equipment is paid for daily by the NHS. Any equipment that is not 
needed or not used must still be paid for and unfortunately the NHS cannot afford to 
do this. 

Therefore, the home oxygen service must also arrange the removal of oxygen 
equipment for people who: 

 have had an improvement in their condition and no longer need it 

 are unable to use the oxygen equipment as prescribed 

 do not want to use the oxygen equipment they have 

 
If home oxygen equipment is removed, this does not mean that it cannot be 
prescribed by your GP or specialist again in the future if needed. 
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Please discuss with your GP or specialist if you are concerned about the removal of 
oxygen. 
 
 

Patient agreement  

Anyone who is prescribed home oxygen treatment is asked: 

 to make the best use of it that they can 

 to agree to allow the removal of any equipment that they do not need, or 

cannot use 

 
Please sign below to indicate that you understand and agree to this.  
 
 
Signed ……………………………………………….Date………………………………….. 
 


