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Travel Vaccines FAQ 

 
Sunderland CCG recently released a memo regarding travel vaccines, which informed 
practices that: 

 Only some travel vaccinations should be provided to patients at NHS expense 

 All other travel vaccines should be provided privately to patients 

 CCG finance will recharge practices for supplies of travel vaccinations that should be 
offered privately 

 
The full memo can be found online at: http://www.sunderlandccg.nhs.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2017/03/Travel-vaccinations-memo.pdf  
 
Following a number of queries in relation to the memo, please find answers to frequently 
asked questions below.  
 
What travel vaccines are available on the NHS? 

 diphtheria, polio and tetanus (combined booster) 

 typhoid 

 hepatitis A  

 cholera 

 paratyphoid 

 poliomyelitis 

 smallpox 
 
These vaccines protect against diseases thought to represent the greatest risk to public 
health if they were brought into the country.  
There will be no charges to practices for administering any of these vaccines for travel as 
they are available at NHS expense. 
 
What travel vaccines are not remunerated by the NHS? 

 Japanese encephalitis and tick-borne encephalitis 

 meningitis vaccines 

 rabies 

 tuberculosis (TB) 

 yellow fever 

 Hepatitis B – unless the patient’s lifestyle would put them at risk - regardless (see 
information below) 

 
These vaccines should not be given at NHS expense.  
As the practice prescribing budget is held by Sunderland CCG, we will monitor ePACT NHS 
prescribing data for these immunisations.  Practices will be invoiced if these immunisations 
have been administered for travel. 
 
Please note that some of the routine childhood immunisation schedule vaccines may 
incorporate some of these. When given as part of this schedule and not for the purposes of 
travel, these immunisations are provided at NHS expense. 
 
The BMA provide further information on how to manage private travel vaccinations: The 
patient may either be given a private prescription to obtain the vaccines, or they may be 
charged for stock purchased and held by the practice. The process of administration of the 
immunisation is chargeable as well. Practices should also give the patient written information 
on the immunisation schedule proposed and the charges involved at the outset of the 
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process. An FP10 (or equivalent NHS prescription) must not 
be used to provide these vaccines. 
 
When can hepatitis B vaccine be given? 
Hepatitis B vaccination isn't routinely available as part of the NHS vaccination schedule. 
However, hepatitis B vaccines can be offered to those thought to be at increased risk of 
hepatitis B or its complications. The Green Book states that Hepatitis B should be given, to 
any patient (regardless of travel plans) at risk of exposure to hepatitis B because of lifestyle 
factors including: 

 injectable drug use  

 individuals who change sexual partners frequently 
 
 
Practices can also give hepatitis B for travel, but only where indicated in the Green Book: 

 People travelling to or going to reside in areas of high or intermediate prevalence who 
place themselves at risk. Behaviours that place people at risk include sexual activity and 
injectable drug use, those undertaking relief aid work and/or participating in contact 
sports. 

 Travellers are also at risk of acquiring infection as a result of medical or dental 
procedures carried out in countries where unsafe therapeutic injections are performed. 
Those at higher risk of requiring such procedures are: 

o those who plan to remain in areas of high or intermediate prevalence for lengthy             
periods 

o children and others who may require medical care while travelling to visit families 
or relatives in high or moderate-endemicity countries 

o people with chronic medical conditions who may require hospitalisation while 
overseas 

o those travelling for medical care 
 
The BMA advise practices not to provide hepatitis B vaccines for patients who are travelling 
where not indicated in the Green Book. This is inappropriate and is wasteful of resources. 
SCCG will monitor NHS prescription data for these vaccines and may request payment for 
hepatitis B vaccinations that have been administered for travel. 
 
 
Can hepatitis B vaccine be provided by the NHS if required due to the patient’s 
occupation? 
There is no obligation under the GMS regulations for a practice to provide occupational 
health services for patients. That responsibility rests with the employer under Health and 
Safety Legislation, and in occupations where there is a risk to health from any form of work 
related infection, it is the employer’s duty to assess that risk and, if present, to protect the 
workforce. Examples of the groups that are considered at occupational health risk and 
require hepatitis B immunisation is set out in Chapter 18 of the Green Book. 
 
The same applies for healthcare students who often request a hepatitis B immunisation prior 
to, or on entering, a course. Medical Schools are legally responsible for providing a full 
occupational health service to their students and applicants. This should include appropriate 
training for example in risk reduction and coping with needle stick injuries. By providing a 
hepatitis B immunisation, a GP could place inexperienced healthcare students at risk by 
providing a false sense of security and potentially exposing them to clinical risk of other 
blood borne infections, including HIV and hepatitis C, before they have received appropriate 
training. 
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In summary, if a patient’s job or education places them at risk 
of hepatitis B infection, it is their employer's or school’s responsibility to arrange vaccination, 
rather than their GP. 
 
 
How does the process differ when providing a vaccine privately vs providing it on the 
NHS? 
To provide an NHS service: 
The practice would either prescribe the immunisation on an FP10 (or national equivalent) or 
(in England and Wales) provide the vaccine from purchased stock and claim reimbursement 
through the normal channels (in the same way as immunisations provided under additional 
services). The practice must not charge the patient for the administration of the vaccine 

 if a confirmatory certificate is requested by the patient then the practice may charge 
for this 

 no charge can be made for simply recording immunisation details for the patient’s 
personal record 

 
To provide this as a private service 
The patient may either be given a private prescription to obtain the vaccines, or they may be 
charged for stock purchased and held by the practice. The process of administration of the 
immunisation is chargeable as well. Practices should also give the patient written information 
on the immunisation schedule proposed and the charges involved at the outset of the 
process. An FP10 (or equivalent NHS prescription) must not be used to provide these 
vaccines. 

Practices also have to ensure that their policy is non-discriminatory and that this is not done 

contrary to the Equality Act 2010 (formerly the Disability Discrimination Act). 

It is important to avoid mixing these two scenarios. If these immunisations are 

provided as an NHS service, then no charge can be made to the patient other than for 

certification if requested by patient (which is not compulsory). 
 
 
What happens if I have a patient who should have been charged for their 
vaccinations, but who has already started course of injections but have not 
completed them? 
Continue and complete the course. Patients who received or started the course of vaccines 
prior to the original memo should not be charged if they were not informed of the cost prior to 
initiation of the course. 
 
Where can I find further information? 
Green book (available online via department of health: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/immunisation-against-infectious-disease-the-
green-book#the-green-book)  
 
NHS choices website:  
http://www.nhs.uk/conditions/Travel-immunisation/Pages/Introduction.aspx  
http://www.nhs.uk/Conditions/vaccinations/Pages/hepatitis-b-vaccine.aspx  
http://www.nhs.uk/Conditions/Hepatitis-B/Pages/Causes.aspx#risk-groups  
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BMA website:  
https://www.bma.org.uk/advice/employment/gp-practices/service-provision/travel-
immunisation  
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