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Practice prescribing savings gain-share scheme for 2017-18 

 

The CCG is offering a gain-share of practice prescribing savings for 2017-18. This will be part of our ambitious 

prescribing QIPP programme. It will enable practices to make improvements in cost-effectiveness of 

prescribing, efficiencies in prescription processes and to implement patient-centred shared decision-making 

about medicines. 

To qualify for the gain-share, the practice must achieve a reduction in cost per ASTRO-PU compared to last 

year.  

 

More information and a practice agreement to sign up for this scheme will follow shortly. 

 

The first steps practices can take are: 

• Engage with your practice pharmacist and their MO work plan – they are also tasked with improving cost-

effectiveness of prescribing. The practice will benefit from ALL savings that are made so please support the 

initiatives that they are leading on. 

• Check the pop-up messages on Optimise Rx – many of these aim to produce prescribing efficiencies. 

• Look at the monthly practice prescribing report to see if your practice is prescribing any hospital only red 

drugs and to see if the practice is outlying in any specific areas of prescribing. 

• Promote self-care to your patients for minor ailments. Hay fever season is upon us now. Cetirizine and 

loratadine are suitable for most adult patients and can be bought very cheaply in  

     pharmacies and supermarkets. Please take a look at our ‘news’ section of the CCG website 

     to find a copy of a poster to help promote self-care. 

 

For more patient self-care information see also www.selfcareforum.org/fact-sheets/ 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Draft COPD guidelines 
 

We are aware that copies of a draft Sunderland COPD guideline and inhaler guide are circulating in practices, 

having been sent out for comment. These were distributed wider than intended. They are not finalised and, 

following a meeting of the guideline group last week, have been revised. Please destroy any copies of these 

drafts. The final guideline and inhaler guide will be published on Map of Medicine once it is updated and 

approved. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

MO LIS 2016-17 update 
 

Thanks everyone for your hard work this year on the MO LIS which aimed to optimise treatment and care of 

patients with type 2 diabetes. We need to wait until June to get the final prescribing data to score achievement 

and award payments. The MO LIS metformin reaudit submission deadline was 31st March and we have received 

48 audits. We will be in touch with any practices that have not submitted the reaudit in the next few days. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Practice pharmacist support team contract – awarded to Pharmicus 
 

We are very pleased to announce that following re-procurement of the practice pharmacist support team, the 

contract for the next two years has been awarded to Pharmicus, the current providers of this service. We hope 

that you will continue to work with them and build on the good relationships that have been formed over the last 

three years. This does not affect those practices that are doing the NHS England clinical pharmacist pilot.  
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Green bag campaign – City Hospitals Sunderland 
 

Pharmacists at City Hospitals Sunderland are launching a “green bag” campaign to reduce waste and increase 

patient safety. The campaign urges patients to take their medications into hospital with them when they are 

admitted. This means that the patients supply is not interrupted, as well as aiding clinicians and pharmacists to 

successfully complete medication reconciliation.  

Practices should receive posters produced by CHS, regarding the green bag campaign, in the post. 

Whilst patients are encouraged to take their medication into hospital with them, practices are reminded not to 

issue prescriptions for inpatients. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Patient safety alert 
 

NHS Improvement – patient safety alert – Risk of death and severe harm from error 

with injectable phenytoin 

New home oxygen order form, consent form and initial home oxygen mitigation forms 
 

NHS England have recently introduced new forms for use when ordering home oxygen directly from the supplier 

via home oxygen order forms (HOOFs). It is recommended that patients are referred to the home oxygen 

assessment and review service (HOS-AR) service for initiation of home oxygen. However, if you do need to order 

it directly via a home oxygen order form, you will also need to: 

 

• complete the new initial home oxygen risk mitigation form (IHORM) 

• complete the updated home oxygen consent form (HOCF) 

• confirm that you have completed these on the new HOOF 

 

The HOOF can then be sent to the oxygen supplier and the IHORM/HOCF must be filed in the patient’s notes.  

Note - these changes ONLY apply if you are ordering oxygen via HOOF. If you are referring the patient to the 

HOS-AR for assessment for home oxygen then there is no change - just continue to use the current referral form. 

 

The new forms have been launched for use in March, but both new and old forms can be used until 31st July 

2017. After this point, the old forms will no longer be accepted. Further guidance from NHS England explaining 

the changes to the forms and the rationale for the introduction of the new form can be found on the CCG website, 

under the section ‘Home Oxygen’. Further local guidance is being sought about mitigating the risks of home 

oxygen and will be provided as soon as we have it. 

 

 
 
 
 
   

Updated PGDs: 

• Hepatitis A vaccine 

• Combined hepatitis A-B vaccine 

• Hepatitis B vaccine 

• Combined hepatitis A and typhoid vaccine 

(Hepatyrix and ViATIM) 

• Typhoid vaccines (Typhim Vi Typherix and 

Vivotif) 

New guidance: 

• Osteoporosis guidelines 

• Risk assessment tool for C.difficile infection 

• Updated guidance on the self-monitoring of blood 

glucose 

New documents available online 

 

 
 
 
 
 

DOH gluten-free consultation 
 

The DoH are consulting on the availability of gluten-free foods on NHS prescription.  

We are encouraging practices to complete the questionnaire.  

It only takes five – ten minutes to complete and the deadline is Thursday 22nd June 2017.  

You can respond to the consultation here:-  

https://consultations.dh.gov.uk/homeopathic/nhs-prescribing-of-gluten-free-foods 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Glucose content of Lucozade Energy drinks to be reduced by 50% from April 2017 

 

Any healthcare professional advising people with diabetes to consume Lucozade Energy for the treatment of 

hypoglycaemia should advise that they check the label of any product purchased to ensure that they are aware of 

the correct quantity to consume. 

For more information visit: www.sunderlandccg.nhs.uk/about-us/prescribing/ 
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