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Position statement on minocycline for the management of acne vulgaris 

 

 

 

 

Rationale 

 There is no evidence to support the use of one tetracycline over another in terms of efficacy 
for the treatment of acne vulgaris.2 

 Minocycline is not recommended for the treatment of acne vulgaris as other tetracyclines are 
more cost-effective with better safety profiles.3 

 Safety concerns exist with Minocycline which have been known for some time: 
o Early onset dose-related toxicity reactions resulting in single organ dysfunctions. 
o Hypersensitivity reactions presenting as; pneumonitis, eosinophilia, nephritis and 

serum sickness-like syndrome. 
o Autoimmune disorders including systemic lupus erythematous-like syndrome, the risk 

of which increases with duration of use. 
o Skin pigmentation which in some cases may be irreversible. 
o Hepatotoxicity. 

 

Recommendations for Clinicians 
 For new patients requiring oral antibiotic treatment for acne vulgaris, consider an alternative 

tetracycline antibiotic first line. For guidance on choice of antibiotic see NICE guidance on 
infections: 

 www.nice.org.uk/Media/Default/About/what-we-do/NICE-
guidance/antimicrobial%20guidance/summary-antimicrobial-prescribing-guidance.pdf 

 Review patients who are currently prescribed minocycline for acne vulgaris. If therapy is still 
required, change to an alternative as per NICE guidelines above. 

 Follow-up patients and consider changing to an alternative antibiotic if there is no 
improvement after 3 months, the patient is unable to tolerate side effects, or acne worsens 
during treatment.2 

 Avoid prescribing oral antibiotics alone for acne vulgaris; they should be used in combination 
with a topical retinoid or benzoyl peroxide to reduce the risk of antibiotic resistance 
developing.2 
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Sunderland CCG do NOT support the routine prescribing of minocycline in acne vulgaris in line 

with guidance from NHS England.1 
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